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Case Study: Review for a Practical Proposal for Courtney
	Principally, an operational plan for Courtney encompasses comprehensive planning in order to meet the high-achieving standards that Courtney has set for herself. All programs offered to Courtney would be met with excellent academic achievement, leadership, and initiative from this student.  Courtney is a go-getter who strives for quality in all that she does, is autonomous, and is motivated through approval, being eager to please.  Assessment for increased learning opportunities through higher-level classes such as the gifted and talented program, Pre-AP or AP classes should be considered, if these have not already taken place.  It is essential to ensure that Courtney’s academic needs are being met through challenging material, as well as an obligation.
	Identification of gifted students is an educational responsibility and highly motivated students such as Courtney need to be given the opportunity to learn at the uppermost level possible.  It is essential through assessment to distinguish if Courtney is a creative thinker, a high achiever, or a gifted learner in order to further her academic success in years to come and make sure that the school has established the appropriate class schedule in accordance to the law.  Courtney is attentive, answers questions with detail, and learns with ease which establishes her academic achievements.  “A motivated student who works hard, gets straight “A”s, and behaves well in class may not be gifted, but working with gifted students can require classroom and curriculum modifications” (Working with Gifted & Talented Students, 2001-2006).  Therefore, only assessment will show whether Courtney is a highly-motivated student or a gifted and talented student who needs the correct modifications to increase her learning opportunities.
	As her current teacher meeting the needs of Courtney can be accomplished by incorporating differentiated learning techniques regardless of assessment by “providing learning opportunities with choice and appropriate challenging levels” to meet the needs of all students (Willoughby, 200-2005).  Differentiated instruction should be utilized with Courtney regardless of assessment to give the student as much choice as possible which benefits all students in the class.  This should in turn increase the prospect of enabling learning for all students at the highest standard possible through differentiated instruction techniques.
	Furthermore, instructional techniques such as independent study could offer a student such as Courtney an excellent outlet to further learning and increase reading connections.  Courtney has shown herself to be responsible in all manners of academics and independent study would help to advance self-development in these areas.  Possible methods for incorporating independent study for a student such as Courtney could be to “include essays, computer assisted instruction, journals, or learning logs” (Instructional Strategies Online What is Independent Study?, 2004-2009).  Enabling freedom and choice with reading materials such as trade-books could also increase the ability to differentiate instruction for Courtney, and escalate the level of learning and authentic assessment.
	Initiating contact with student groups such as student council, social clubs, or academic clubs in the school will also be a phenomenal outlet for Courtney.  Getting plugged into student groups will give Courtney an additional channel and support network within the school that she will most likely be very successful in.  Peer learning opportunities and tutoring with lower-achieving students will not only help the student that Courtney is assisting, it will also satisfy a need to please and help others that is an intrinsic motivation and drive for students such as Courtney.  This will also help to increase motivation for the lower achieving student by adding needed academic support.  
	Areas of concern to address and examine with regards to Courtney and her own well-being include the following.  Burn-out and over scheduling herself can lead Courtney to a higher than normal internal stress level, and needs to be watched for.  Parental support and schedule management with this regard is something that needs to at least be addressed on a parental level.  Students such as Courtney can often times over commit and be involved in too many extra-curricular activities that can lead to academic burn-out and high pressure situations due to the increased pressure Courtney will put on herself.
	As Courtney’s teacher, I would seek to involve Courtney in class as much as possible and give her the opportunity to participate in leadership roles during cooperative learning activities.   Upping the challenges within the classroom by involving the highest standard possible for Courtney without bringing her to the point of frustration through diversified learning is essential and has been established.  Asking open-ended questions during lecture and creating a culture of inquiry will enable Courtney to seek out self-learning.  Encouraging active application of knowledge and not just assignment based opportunities will help push Courtney to the next level.  Courtney most likely has other areas of academic interests and helping her to make connections with the material from class to these interests will further learning.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Keeping an open mind, increasing challenges, and creating a healthy learning environment will ensure that Courtney has continued academic success in the classroom.  Encouraging peer-learning, socialization, and helping Courtney to find balance between extra-curricular and academics will assist Courtney in meeting all goals that are set.  Expectations, continued academic habits, and support will facilitate the success that Courtney has already established for herself and allow her accomplishments to continue for years to come. 
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