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Article Summary
The article “Quality STEM Education Takes on New Importance” by Laura J. Fuller is a call to the American population to push forth in math and science to meet the global need for jobs in the near future. The author revisited the agenda set forth by President Barack Obama in his Race to the Top initiative. Not only should students be offered rigorous course work in this area of study, but that women specifically are capable to advance in these fields of study. As the head of an all-girls school the author has seen a tremendous amount of growth in the area of mathematics and scientific competitions for females at the middle school level. 
An important side note was the concept that schools should not and cannot be solely responsible for instilling a love and passion for science, technology, mathematics, and engineering. The author stated that it is critical that “parents weave science into everyday experiences, make it less mysterious and more a part of a child’s daily life.” (Fuller, 2010) As Fuller herself studied science and was one of the only female students in her college at the time advancing in this area of interest, she stated that “she was not encouraged to pursue studies or research, whereas the men in her field were.” (Fuller, 2010) This personal experience has driven Fuller to ensure that students are given every opportunity to discover a passion for science and mathematics regardless of gender. In conclusion, it is vital in order to meet the biological and technological needs of the future and the potential workforce that all students are prepared and given the necessary academic skills to handle advanced math and science as early as possible.   
Personal Reflection
	I see the point of view of this author and have personally witnessed the gender bias in science that exists to this day. It is vital to the substantial growth of our nation that women are not only given the opportunity to apply their early knowledge and interests in math and science, but are encouraged to do so. It will take changing a prevailing attitude across cultural lines in some instances to make sure that females are given the opportunity to be exposed to rigorous coursework in these subject areas. Every year I have to talk to parents at my school regarding the need for upper level science coursework for their students, because many of them do not see the need for their child to take advanced physics, anatomy & physiology, or AP courses. It seems to be prevalent especially in the area of physics which is heavy laden with mathematics, and female students. Our school this year only has a few female students in the upper level physics classes, the course is mainly male and this has been a trend that I have seen year after year. I also agree with the author that this cannot be the sole responsibility of the school. Children love science and experimentation, but many parents do not understand how easy it is to incorporate this interest into their everyday lives. Parents can utilize community resources such as libraries, museums, community center classes, the local zoo, aquarium, botanical gardens, or nature reserves. These resources can help parents build a love for the world, nature, and science. If one concept is taken away from this article, it needs to be that students need to be equipped early in life to handle the growing global job market in science and mathematics in order to meet the needs of the future.
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