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Article Summary
The article “Back to the Basics of Classroom Management” discussed the importance of setting up classroom management and being an effective teacher through classroom rules, consequences, and developing a rapport with students.  The teacher in the article Ryan Del Guercio was a rookie teacher in a difficult situation who was put in a classroom months after school started with students who were predominately male and had been taught by multiple substitute teachers since the school year began.  Therefore, the teacher knew that if he did not set up a classroom management plan he would not survive but a few years in the field of education. 

His key points to the article were to “establish control, create effective discipline policies, build a rapport, and determine the needs of problem students.”  The rules and consequences section of the article were explicit in instruction and included strategies to establish effective control of the classroom environment.  Rules were to be clearly stated, concise, and modeled.   Consequences were to fit the offense of the rule broken, and to be administered at the earliest possible moment.  For example, if a student received detention, or a parent was to be called, these consequences needed to be immediate and consistent in nature.  The author of the article stated that “consequences consisted of detention, calling a parent or guardian, and submitting an incident report to the administration.”  

The rapport that a student develops with a teacher can be fostered by attending games and activities the students are involved in, using humor in class, attending chaperoned school events, and making sure that students knew your interest and hobbies.  However, the author was very clear on drawing the line between being the teacher and not being their friend.  Rewards consisted of verbal praise to the students not only for academic achievements, but for accomplishments outside of class.  This is one reason that a good rapport with students was essential in his teaching style.  Consequently, this article addresses many aspects of the daily life of a teacher such as classroom management, determining the needs of problem students, as well as rules and consequences, and stresses the importance of the relationship between a student and their teacher which ultimately will build trust in the classroom.   

Personal Reflection
	As a teacher with six years of classroom experience, I can respect the author of this article for many reasons.  He truly did walk into a difficult situation as a brand new teacher.  I personally would not have liked to walk into a technical classroom in the middle of the year with students who have had no direction for months.  However, I do feel that this teachers system truly lacked with regards to rewards.  I am unsure if this was because he was teaching secondary students, or if the teacher did not feel the importance to explore that detail for this article.  

In retrospect the article was laid out with such detail regarding rules and consequences, and the teacher obviously felt that a strong but loving hand was important within his class.  The author established clear and concise rules, modeled each one, and gave explicit and thorough instructions.  Students in his class obviously know what is expected of them on a daily basis, and if they stray far from the established control of the class, consequences are quickly administered according to the author.  

One interesting aspect of the article I did enjoy was the topic of gaining the respect of the students who other students respected.  The author was trying to set the tone of the classroom with gaining allies in his uphill struggle for control of the class initially.  His parental contact seemed to be effective, and he saw the parent as an asset and joint collaborator for his classroom.  The uses of determining a student’s needs, and building a rapport with them are vitally important when teaching secondary students.  Students want and need to see that you truly care. So as a secondary teacher, it is almost necessary to go to the football game, attend the plays, choir and band concerts, to have a good rapport with your students.  All of these activities are what they have built their identity around and this teacher realizes that, and uses this to his advantage.  I feel that there are several essential things to learn regarding rules and consequences from this article but do feel it truly lacked in rewards and would have loved to see his full detailed approach to this concept.
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